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Earthquake of 4 magnitude hits parts of Assam 
GUWAHATI: An earthquake of 4 magnitude hit the central part of Assam on Sunday, an official bulletin
said. There was no immediate report of any loss of life or damage to property, it said. The earthquake
was recorded at 4:18 pm, and the epicentre was in Nagaon district on the southern bank of the
Brahmaputra river, the National Center for Seismology said in a report.

SPEED NEWS

President Droupadi Murmu being received by Uttar
Pradesh Governor Anandiben Patel and CM Yogi
Adityanath upon on her arrival in Lucknow on Sunday

AAP takes out rally demanding
JPC probe for Adani issue 
KOLKATA: Activists of the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Sunday brought out a rally in Kolkata
demanding a Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC)
probe into allegations of financial irregularities
against Adani Group. The rally, which started at
Wellington Square, was scheduled to culminate at
the BJP state headquarters on Muralidhar Sen
Street but it ended near the Calcutta University at
College Street. The rally participants alleged that
the Adani Group, whose shares are experiencing
volatility in the market following the Hindenburg
report, has been favoured by the Narendra Modi
government in various infrastructure projects.

Maha scribe murder: Rs 25 lakh
aid for kin of deceased 
MUMBAI: The Maharashtra government on
Sunday a financial aid of Rs 25 lakh will be given to
the kin of journalist Shashikant Warishe who was
mowed down by an SUV allegedly driven by a
land dealer in Ratnagiri district. The government
will also give a permanent job to the son of the
deceased, Ratnagiri district guardian minister Uday
Samant said. "A financial aid of Rs 25 lakh will be
provided to journalist Warishe's family. Rs 10 lakh
will be given from the chief minister's relief fund
and Rs 15 lakh from other sources," Samant told
reporters. He said various organisations of
journalists have been demanding that the
government help the family of Warishe comprising
his grandmother and son.

Man held for attacking Union
Min V Muraleedharan's house
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: A 46-year-old
man was arrested on Sunday for allegedly
attacking the residence of Union Minister V
Muraleedharan here last week, police said.
Manoj, a Kannur resident was picked up in
Thampanoor near here. "We already had the
CCTV visuals of the man and were trying to trace
him. We found him in Thampanoor here while he
was attempting to leave the city." Asked about the
reports suggesting that the accused was suffering
from mental illness, the police said no medical
records have been found to establish this.

Chickenpox infects nine
students of UP govt school 
BALLIA: Nine students and a teacher of a
government primary school at Govindpur village in
the district's Sohaon development block have
been found infected with chickenpox, doctors said
on Sunday. Nine children of the primary school
have been found to be infected, Community
Health Centre (Narahi) Superintendent Dr Saket
Bihari Sharma said. Block Education Officer Lalji
confirmed that assistant teacher Vivek Kumar has
also been infected. School sources said some of
the children began to display symptoms, including
red spots on the face, a few days ago.

Army jawan trampled to death
by wild elephant in Guwahati 
GUWAHATI: An Indian Army personnel was
trampled to death by a wild elephant inside the
Narengi cantonment area in Guwahati, officials
said on Sunday. The jawan was on duty inside the
cantonment when the pachyderm attacked him
on Saturday evening. "The army personnel,
identified as Khamlian Kap, was engaged with the
222 Advanced Base Ordnance Depot (ABOD).
He was immediately shifted to the base hospital in
Basistha area, where he succumbed to his
injuries," a police officer told PTI. A verbal
advisory was issued by the Army officials to its
personnel and their family members in Narengi to
"shed complacency" and be careful while moving
inside the cantonment, especially along Thimayya
and Manekshaw roads.

TMC stands for Terror, Mafia,
Corruption, says Nadda 

AGENCIES
Purbasthali

Launching a frontal attack on
the Mamata Banerjee-led
regime in Bengal, BJP na-
tional president J P Nadda on
Sunday said that the time has
come to bid farewell to the
jungle raj of  the TMC, which
stands for 'Terror, Mafia, Cor-
ruption'.

Claiming that the state has
been brought to a "standstill"
under the TMC rule, with no
development in sight, Nadda,
who was in Bengal on a two-
day visit, said that the BJP
would do what it takes to oust
the TMC from power.

Referring to recent allega-
tions of  massive irregulari-

ties in imple-
menting the PM
Awas Yojana
(PMAY) in West
Bengal, Nadda
said houses
meant for the
poor were loot-
ed by TMC lead-
ers.

"During audit,
it was found
that people who
have two-three
storey buildings
received houses
under the scheme. This is the
situation in West Bengal," he

said.
Bengal's politi-

cal cauldron has
been on the boil
for a while over
allegations and
counter allega-
tions of  corrup-
tion in the im-
plementation of
the central hous-
ing scheme after
it was reported
that applications
by several peo-
ple, owning mul-

ti-storey homes, have re-
ceived approval in some dis-

tricts.
Nadda also said that West

Bengal, despite having a
woman chief  minister, "tops
the chart when it came to
crime against women".

"The TMC stands for 'Terror
and Tolabaji', 'Mafia and
Money laundering' and 'Cor-
ruption'. Be it school recruit-
ment or any other hiring,
jobs are up for sale," the BJP
chief  stated.

Nadda, during the day, ad-
dressed back-to-back rallies
in Purbasthali area of  Purba
Bardhaman and Ramnagar
area in Purba Medinipur, as
part of  the BJP's mass out-
reach drive ahead of  the cru-
cial panchayat polls sched-
uled in May.

AGENCIES
New Delhi

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday at-
tacked the BJP over the
ongoing anti-encroach-
ment drive in Jammu
and Kashmir, saying the
Union Territory wanted
employment, better busi-
ness and love but instead
got the "BJP's bulldozer".

Major political parties
such as the Congress, the
National Conference, and
the PDP have voiced
their concerns against
the drive and demanded
an immediate end to it.

The authorities have so
far retrieved more than
10 lakh kanals (one kanal
=605 sq yards) of  land
across Jammu and Kash-
mir after the Commis-
sioner Secretary, Rev-
enue department, Vijay

Kumar Bidhuri directed
all deputy commission-
ers to ensure 100 per cent
removal of  encroach-
ments from the state land
on January 7.

In a tweet in Hindi,
Gandhi said, "Jammu
and Kashmir wanted em-
ployment, better busi-
ness and love, but what
did they get? BJP's Bull-
dozer!" The land which
the people nurtured with
their hard work for many
decades, is being
snatched away from
them, the former Con-
gress chief  said.

"Peace and Kashmiriyat
will be protected by unit-
ing, not dividing people,"
he said.

Gandhi also tagged a
media report which
claimed that the eviction
drive had caused panic in
Jammu and Kashmir. 

In snow-covered J&K, doctors deliver
healthy baby over WhatsApp call

SRINAGAR: With snow-
fall ruling out the possi-
bility of  airlift, a pregnant
woman who had a history
of  labour complications
in the remote Keran in
Jammu and Kashmir was
assisted by doctors in de-
livering a healthy baby
over a WhatsApp call.

"On Friday night, we re-
ceived a patient in labour
at the Keran PHC (prima-

ry health centre) with his-
tory of  complicated deliv-
ery with eclampsia, pro-
longed labour and epi-
siotomy," Block Medical
Officer of  Kralpora Dr
Mir Mohammad Shafi
said. An air evacuation
was required to take the
patient to a hospital.

A gynaecologist in Kral-
pora subdistrict hospital,
Dr Parvaiz, guided Dr Ar-

shad Sofi and his para-
medical staff  at the Keran
PHC over a WhatsApp call
on the procedure to deliv-
er the baby.

"The patient was in-
duced (into labour) and af-
ter six hours a healthy
baby girl was born. Cur-
rently both the baby and
the mother are under ob-
servation and doing fine,"
Dr Shafi said.

AGENCIES
Porbandar

A two-month-old baby girl was
hospitalised after she was al-
legedly branded with a hot
iron rod by a "self-styled doc-
tor" to treat her for cough in
Gujarat's Porbandar district,
police said on Sunday.

The quack was arrested on
Sunday and an FIR was regis-
tered against him and the
child's mother, Deputy Super-
intendent of  Police Surjeet
Mahedu said.

The baby has been admitted
to the Intensive Care Unit
(ICU) of  a government hospi-

tal. She is under observation
and her condition is reported
to be stable, he said.

"The baby suffered from
cough and phlegm a week ago
and her parents tried a local
cure at home, but she did not

get relief. Thereafter, the
child's mother took her to one
Devrajbhai Katara," Mahedu
said.

Katara allegedly branded the
baby with a hot iron rod on
her chest and stomach. When
she did not get relief, the par-
ents took the child to Bhavsin-

hji General Hospital in Por-
bandar and the matter came to
light, he said.

The condition of  the baby,
who was admitted in the ICU
of  the hospital in Porbandar,
was stable, he said.

Dr Jai Badiyani from the
general hospital told media-
persons that the baby was
brought to the medical facility
on February 9 with breathing
complications.

"She was put on oxygen sup-
port in the ICU. During the
treatment we found that she
was branded on chest...This
increased her complications,"
he said.

JAIPUR: From quoting
iconic Bollywood songs and
dialogues to sharing
memes, the Rajasthan Po-
lice is using popular cul-
ture as a tool to raise aware-
ness among youngsters
about online luring and
fake social media profiles
during the ongoing Valen-
tine's week.

The creative messages,
with a twist of  humour, are
being shared by the state
police force on its official
Facebook account and
Twitter handle to grab the
attention of  youngsters
who might easily fall prey
to scamsters.

The social media posts are
also being used to desist the
youth from following gang-
sters on social media.

A tweet shared on 'Choco-
late Day' (February 9) was
the iconic poster from the
blockbuster film '3 Idiots'.

Captioned "jahapanah
tussi great ho, chocolate ku-
bool karo," a famed dia-
logue from the film, it alert-
ed people to stay away from
"digital chocolate" and
adopt cyber safety to en-
sure "all is well" -- a catch-
phrase of  one of  the lead
protagonists as well as a hit
song from the 2009 movie.

Warning people against
sharing their OTPs with
anyone, a post on 'Rose Day'
(February 7) had the image
of  a WhatsApp inbox with
two people chatting about
how one of  them lost all
savings due to an online
scam.

Delhi police to 
join hands with
Truecaller over

cyber frauds
NEW DELHI: The Delhi Police is all
set to sign an agreement with caller ID
verification platform Truecaller to
help people identify verified numbers
and protect themselves from cyber
frauds and scams involving the imper-
sonation of  officials from government
agencies.

In addition to educating Delhiites
and holding a joint awareness cam-
paign against cyber frauds, Truecaller
will also display official numbers of
the Delhi Police representatives on the
app's government directory services,
police said.

"During the Covid pandemic, True-
caller helped us a lot as a lot of  scams
and frauds on the pretext of  selling
oxygen cylinders, concentrators, med-
icines and other essentials associated
with treating the deadly virus were re-
ported. So, our officials had identified
the numbers of  fraudsters and alerted
Truecaller which displayed those un-
verified numbers as spam," Suman
Nalwa, Deputy Commissioner of  Po-
lice (Public Relations Officer), told PTI. 

"Now we are signing an MoU with
them following which, they will veri-
fy all the official contact numbers of
the Delhi Police since fraudsters
have many times posed as officials of
the force and extorted money from
the public by displaying picture of
senior officers on their WhatsApp
profile," she said.

Nalwa added that all verified num-
bers of  the Delhi Police will have a
green badge and a blue tick mark, with
a government service tag highlighting
that it has been verified for users.

In a tweet in Hindi, Gandhi said, "Jammu and
Kashmir wanted employment, better

business and love, but what did they get?
BJP's Bulldozer!" The land which the people
nurtured with their hard work for many

decades, is being snatched away from them

‘Instead of
love, BJP
gave J&K
bulldozer’SAYS THAT THE TIME HAS COME TO BID

FAREWELL TO THE JUNGLE RAJ OF THE TMC

WITH MEMES AND MOVIES...

GUJARAT

2-month-old branded with hot iron rod to treat cough

QUACK ARRESTED

Raj police use pop culture
as tool to raise awareness


